West Country Sketches

These pieces were written in response to a request from my daughter Ruth Palmer,
and first performed by her at the 2003 Cheltenham Festival. | have “sketched” places
which she and | shared in her childhood and which have may some poignancy or
significance to us both.

Duetto: Nightingale, Launcells Cross
Out in the garden a young girl improvises on a tiny violin. A nightingale in the corner

of the garden accompanies her. Is the violinist inspiring the nightingale or is it the
other way round?

Serenata: Watern Tor

Here is the desolate beauty of remotest Dartmoor. A small figure on the ancient rocks
watches the sun sink below the horizon.

Scampanata: Wells Cathedral

The stony stillness of the cathedral is suddenly broken by a burst of Baroque colour.

Elegia: Wimborne Minster, Dorset

This depicts a scene of happiness, and also a springtime funeral.

Moto perpetuo: Castle Cary Station

Six direct trains to London stop here each day, but most thunder through without
noticing the village.

In unbarred sections, accidentals apply only to the note to which they are attached,
and to any immediate repetitions of that note.




